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Principal’s Message 
M-STEP Just Around the Corner 
The M-STEP testing is right around the corner for 6th and 7th 
graders. Don’t forget that for testing we have a special half day 
testing schedule from May 7th to May 10th. Please see last page 
of the newsletter for specifics.  All families should have received 
a letter in the mail explaining this process. The highlights are 
Students will have 2 half days where they will attend school in the 
afternoon only when the other grade is testing. For those 
students with a half day, school will start at 1:15pm. Busing will 
be provided to students. A separate letter from transportation 
will be mailed with specific bus stop times. The grade that is 
testing will have a regular full day, but will be testing for the first 
half.  Zero Hour will be cancelled on all four of these days.  

• TUE, May 7 – 6th Grade ELA M-STEP (7th grade ½ day in PM) 
• WED, May 8 – 6th Grade Math M-STEP (7th grade ½ day in 

PM) 
• THU, May 9 – 7th Grade ELA M-STEP (6th grade ½ day in PM)  
• FRI, May 10 – 7th Grade Math M-STEP (6th grade ½ day in PM) 

Each test takes approximately 2-3 hours to complete.  There is a 
TON of specific information for families about the M-STEP at 
www.michigan.gov/mstep (toward the bottom under 
“Parent/Student Information”).  In general, some tips for parents 
on how they can help ensure students perform their best include: 
• Make every attempt to ensure students are in attendance on 

May 7th-May 10th.  Try to schedule doctor/dentist 
appointments on different days if possible.  

• Remind students to eat a good breakfast on their testing days.  
• We allow students to use their own headphones for the test.  

There is listening portions and we encourage students to use 
their own headphones. This helps us distribute available 
headphones to students who don’t have their own, but also 
students are generally more comfortable using their own ear 
buds during the test.  

• Have a conversation with students about the importance of 
the M-STEP.  It is a great indicator of where their current 
learning levels are at and their scores influence class 
placement for the following year and beyond. The best thing 
students can do is give 100% effort for the 3-4 hours they are 
testing.  

M-STEP Rewards Day  
While some students have test anxiety, I find in my 
experience we have far more students who breeze 
through the test without giving their best effort. We will 
be encouraging students to give their best effort and will 
be offering rewards for students who improve their M-
STEP scores from last year. Students received a 4,3,2, or 
1 last year in each content area (4 being the best). Any 
student who improves at least one level in each content 
area will receive a pretty generous reward. This process 
will be discussed with students during their iConnect 
classes. Students will be reminded of what their scores 
were last year at that time on individual cards.  These 
rewards will take place on June 7th and are as follows.  
Student raises at least 1 level in ELA – Students will 
receive 2 hours of “fun time”. While the final list of 
activities is still in the works, we will be renting 
inflatables to put outside as well as opening the gym for 
students to take part in several activities. Students will 
also be given snacks and refreshments.  
Student raises at least 1 level in MATH – Students will 
receive a pizza party in the cafeteria. This party will be 
accompanied by a full-length movie on the big screen. 
Students may bring in pillows, games, electronics and 
other quiet activities to play while they gorge on pizza 
and ice cream, or they may choose to go outside for an 
extra “recess” should the weather allow.  
Students who go up at least 1 level in Math AND ELA? – 
These students will receive BOTH rewards!   
Please note that any student who had a 4 (highest level) 
last year will earn the reward simply by staying at a level 
4. You can’t get higher than that!   
 
 

http://rw.lapeerschools.org/
http://www.michigan.gov/mstep
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 Parent/Teacher/Student Compact  
You may be familiar with these compacts from 
elementary school.  Often, they would be something that 
would be signed at conferences.  The compact basically 
just goes over some points of emphasis that we expect 
from teachers, students, and parents to help all of our 
students be successful.  Students will review this compact 
in their iConnect with teachers and I will be sending a link 
via school messenger for parents to review and “sign” by 
clicking a box. This will be much easier than hoping they 
all get home by passing out paper copies in class. When 
the link is ready to go, you will receive a phone 
messenger. 
 

Student Handbook Notes 
Each month a couple areas of the student handbook will 
be highlighted. Don’t forget the full student handbook can 
be found under the “Parents & Students” tab on our 
website at http://rw.lapeerschools.org/  
This month’s focus is on a common issue at the middle 
school level…horseplay.  Yes, there is actually a section in 
the handbook specifically related to this. It reads:  

ROUGH HOUSING/HORSEPLAY – 
Students engaging in rough or inappropriate physical 
play or contact which is disruptive to the school 
environment. Suspension up to 10 days.  
Students at this age, particularly the boys, are very 
“hands-on” with each other. We see a lot of grabbing, 
pulling, pushing, poking, etc.  Most often, it’s usually 
friends involved.  The problem is, this type of behavior 
can take a turn for the worst quickly.  A very common 
beginning to disciplinary meetings with students start 
out with the student saying “Okay…so we were goofing 
around and…”.  For all of these reasons, roughhousing 
with buddies is simply not allowed.  A good general 
rule of thumb is, keep your hands to yourself and it 
won’t lead to other problems like somebody 
accidentally getting hurt.    

 

Counselor’s Corner 
Here at Rolland-Warner we are fortunate to have 2 
counselors to help support the needs of our students. 
Counselors work with the students on everything from 
personal issues to scheduling changes.  Please keep in 
mind counselors are not administrators, so if students are 
having problems with other students that may involve 
discipline, please contact  
Mr. Meister the Dean of Students. Our counselors are Mrs. 
Price, who works with students with last names A-K, and 
Mrs. Tibbitt who will be working with students with the 
last name L-Z. They can be reached at:  
Mrs. Price  810-538-2339 or cprice@lapeerschools.org   
Mrs. Tibbitt  810-538-2338 or mtibbitt@lapeerschools.org  
 

Rolland-Warner  
PAC Meetings 
The building has monthly PAC 
meetings which is an 
opportunity for parents to meet 
with the principal and talk 
about various things including 
curriculum, building vision, and 
the overall direction of RW 
moving forward. Please mark 
the following PAC dates on your 
calendar if you wish to attend. 
All meetings are scheduled the 
2nd Wednesday of the month 
(unless otherwise noted) and 
begin at 9:30 to coincide with 
the start of the school day. At 
this month’s PAC meeting we 
will be reviewing our parent 
involvement policy, as well as 
the parent/teacher/student 
compact.  

 April 10 
 May 9 (Thursday) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Washington DC Trip  
Achaztz Pie Fundraiser: Delivery 
will be on April 9th from 3-5 pm 
only at the Athletics Entrance.  
We are dealing with frozen 
products and do not have room 
to store products so please 
prepare to pick up your pies 
promptly! 

Be on the lookout for the next 
fundraiser (Pizza Kits) coming 
home on April 10th.  Delivery 
for the Little Caesars Pizza Kits 
will be on May 9th. 

Mark Your Calendar 
April 1-5 
 Year Round Intersession 

April 19 
 No School for Students 

April 22 
 School is scheduled for All 

Students (Originally a day off, 
but now a makeup day for 
snow days) 

May 7 & 8 
 M-STEP TESTING 

½ Day for 7th Grade Students 
(7th Grade Students should 
arrive at 1pm)   

May 9 & 10 
 M-STEP TESTING 

½ Day for 6th Grade Students 
(6th Grade Students should 
arrive at 1pm) 

 

Student Council  
The Leelanau Outdoor Center 
Leadership/Teambuilding Field 
Trip for student council 
members on May 20-23, 2019 
seems like an eternity away, 
however, spring approaching 
certainly speeds up time!  The 
Leelanau Outdoor Center is 
located 32 miles beyond 
Traverse City in Northwest 
Lower Michigan and rests on 
Pyramid Point, a 300 foot bluff 
overlooking Lake Michigan.  
Student council members will be 
doing all sorts of teambuilding 
and leadership activities from 
the high ropes course to being 
around the fire in the Great 
House. 
We can’t wait to see how this 
trip changes the lives of these 
young people! 
 
 

mailto:cprice@lapeerschools.org
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Athletics Update 
Our so far cool spring practices/tryouts 
started prior to spring break and the 
teams have been formed.  Please check 
out their schedules and follow them on 
www.lapeerlightning.com!  The teams 
love positive affirmation! 

Impact Testing – For 7th graders only!  
April 11th from 4-5 pm. Only those that 
have not had impact testing this year. 

Remember to CHEER for Lapeer, NOT 
against the opponents! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

2019 7th Grade Baseball Schedule Coach: Dennis Bierbusse 
Baseball Double Headers Location 

Wed, Apr 17 Brandon H 4:15PM CFI 170 Millville Rd, 48446 
Thu, April 18 Davison H 4:15PM CFI 170 Millville Rd, 48446 
Tue, April 23 Kearsley H 4:15PM CFI 170 Millville Rd, 48446 
Fri, April 26 Grand Blanc West H 4:15PM CFI 170 Millville Rd, 48446 
Tue, Apr 30 Flushing H 4:15PM CFI 170 Millville Rd, 48446 
Fri, May 3 Carman-Ainsworth H 4:15PM CFI 170 Millville Rd, 48446 
Wed, May 8 Clio A 4:15PM Carter MS 300 Rodgers Lodge Dr, 48420 
Fri, May 10 Brandon A 4:15PM Brandon MS 609 S Ortonville Rd, 48462 
Tue, May 14 Linden A 4:15PM Linden HS 7201 W Silver Lake Rd, 48451 
Fri, May 17 Swartz Creek H 4:15PM CFI 170 Millville Rd, 48446 

2019 7th Girls Softball Schedule Coach: Andy Wadsworth 
Softball Double Headers Location 

Wed, Apr 17 Carman-Ainsworth H 4:15PM Zemmer MS 1920 W Oregon St, 48446 
Thu, April 18 Davison H 4:15PM Zemmer MS 1920 W Oregon St, 48446 
Tue, April 23 Kearsley H 4:15PM Zemmer MS 1920 W Oregon St, 48446 
Fri, April 26 Grand Blanc West H 4:15PM Zemmer MS 1920 W Oregon St, 48446 
Tue, Apr 30 Flushing H 4:15PM Zemmer MS 1920 W Oregon St, 48446 
Fri, May 3 Carman-Ainsworth H 4:15PM Zemmer MS 1920 W Oregon St, 48446 
Wed, May 8 Clio A 4:15PM Carter MS 300 Rodgers Lodge Dr, 48420 
Tue, May 14 Linden A 4:15PM Linden HS 7201 W Silver Lake Rd,  48451 
Wed, May 15 Grand Blanc East H 4:15PM Zemmer MS 1920 W Oregon St, 48446 
Fri, May 17 Swartz Creek H 4:15PM Zemmer MS 1920 W Oregon St, 48446 

2019 6th, 7th, 8th Grade Track Schedule Coaches: Dave Chaffin & Ashlee Eisinger 

Track Location 
Mon, Apr 22 Brandon  A 4:15PM Brandon HS  1025 S Ortonville Rd, 48462 
Thu, Apr 25 Flushing A 4:15PM Flushing HS  G-5039 N Deland Rd, 48433 
Mon, April 29 Linden H 4:15PM CFI 170 Millville Rd, 48446 
Thu, May 2 Grand Blanc West A 4:15PM GB-West MS  1515 E Reid Rd, 48439 
Mon, May 6 Kearsley H 4:15PM CFI 170 Millville Rd, 48446 
Thu, May 9 Clio A 4:15PM Clio HS  1 Mustang Dr, 48420 
Mon, May 13 Owosso H 4:15PM CFI 170 Millville Rd, 48446 
Thu, May 16 League Meet A TBD GB West 1515 Reid Rd, 48439 
Mon, May 20 Carman Ainsworth H 4:15PM CFI 170 Millville Rd, 48446 

 

Rolland-Warner M-STEP Testing Schedule 
Date 9:24 to 12:40  12:40 to 1:10  1:00 to 1:15 1:15 to 4:05  

May 7 6th Grade ELA Testing 
(7th grade students do not attend in AM) 

Lunch served to all 
6th grade students 

7th grade students 
arrive 4th-6th hours run as normal 

May 8 6th Grade Math Testing 
(7th grade students do not attend in AM) 

Lunch served to all 
6th grade students 

7th grade students 
arrive 4th-6th hours run as normal 

May 9 7th Grade ELA Testing 
(6th grade students do not attend in AM) 

Lunch served to all 
7th grade students 

6th grade students 
arrive 4th-6th hours run as normal 

May 10 7th Grade Math Testing 
(6th grade students do not attend in AM) 

Lunch served to all 
7th grade students 

6th grade students 
arrive 4th-6th hours run as normal 

Special Notes 
* Zero Hour is Cancelled on all testing days 
* Lunch is not served to students with a ½ day 

 

http://www.lapeerlightning.com/

